Senior Advocate Breakfast, October 24th, 2012

                                                   West Valley Inn, West Warwick, RI

                                  Elder Abuse In RI- Why Do We Need To Be Concerned??

· Nationally - an increase in cases

· Dept of Justice estimates 1 in 10 a victim

· US Population is aging

· Here in RI we have the 9th highest population per capita

· 14% of RI’s population is over age 65

                                   Who is the Elder Victim in Rhode Island?? Most likely to be:     

· By RI laws- persons over age 60

· Local victim study shows: 1/3 male victims; 2/3 female victims

· Most common age for abuse is ages 60-70.

· If an elder is frail or ill, there is a greater risk for abuse ( 1 in 4 frail elders a victim of abuse)

· Can happen to all socio-economic and religious backgrounds

                                      Who are the Offenders?? Most likely to be:

· Largest group of offenders are adult children and grandchildren, then spouses or partners.

· 52% of the adult children were male sons or grandsons

· 37% of offenders were partners, spouses, or ex-relationships.

· 11% of offenders were daughters.

· Total # of adult children and grandchildren is 63%.

· 68 – 70 % of our elder client’s offenders in the past 10 years have resided with the elder.

                      Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center offers the following to Elder Victims:

· Court Advocacy regarding criminal cases, Restraining Orders, and No Contact Orders

· Individual meetings with client in the office or home, if necessary

· Case management and referral

· Monthly Support/Education Group for Seniors-some transportation is available.

                        These services are available in the Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center’s

                                     Service area, which includes all of the Kent County Area;

                                    Cranston; Johnston; North Providence; Foster and Scituate.

             Both Police and Fire Elder Advocates can work together with our Dept of 

             Elder Affairs, Case Management Agencies, Law Enforcement Advocates,      

             and Domestic Violence Advocates to keep our elders safe from harm.    

              Community members can be educated about the dynamics of Elder 

              Abuse; Signs that an elder may be unsafe; and Ways to get some 

              assistance for that elder.
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