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HOSPICE CARE PROVIDES COMFORT AND SUPPORT TO  
PERSONS NEARING THE END OF LIFE 

 
CRANSTON --- Terminally ill patients are presented with the greatest challenge that 

anyone can face-loss of life. They undoubtedly experience a wide range of thoughts and feelings. 

They often rely on compassionate family members and friends for support and comfort. Hospice 

care provides valuable resources to patients and families to help them deal with issues that define 

the final phase of the life cycle. Experienced hospice care professionals can serve as guides in a 

mutual journey and shared vision of death with dignity. 

Hospice care focuses on the social, spiritual, and emotional needs of terminally ill 

patients and their loved ones. A multi-disciplinary team of doctors, nurses, social workers, 

mental health professionals, bereavement counselors, and volunteers work together to address 

the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the patient and their family. Hospice care focuses 

on patient comfort, symptom and pain management, and allowing the process of death to unfold 

as naturally and as comfortably as possible. 

Patients are eligible for hospice care if they have been diagnosed with a terminal illness 

that will result in death within six months. Hospice services can be provided in community 

facilities, hospitals, some long-term care facilities, or in the patient’s home. Medicare covers 

hospice services as long as the providing agency is a certified Medicare provider. Medical 

Assistance (Medicaid) and most private insurance plans also cover hospice services. Hospice 

care services may also include bereavement and support services for the family. 
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Hospice care is only one of the options for terminally ill patients. They may elect to leave 

the hospice program and resume treatment. If the patient chooses to return to hospice at any 

point, Medicare, Medicaid, and private health insurance companies will cover re-admission.  

Most symptoms that would normally require hospitalization or an emergency room visit 

can be managed through hospice. If a patient does require hospitalization, the hospital stay is 

usually brief and the patient can return to his or her hospice environment. 

 Hospice takes no action to speed up the dying process. The goal is to lessen a patient’s 

suffering, manage their symptoms, and make the person as comfortable as possible.  

While hospice helps the patient and their family deal with end-of-life issues, the focus is 

on living life to the fullest and enjoying their remaining time. The patient is encouraged to 

accomplish as much as they can and fulfill as many goals and dreams as possible. 

For more information on hospice programs in Rhode Island, call the Rhode Island 

Division of Elderly Affairs (DEA) at 462-3000, or go to www.dea.ri.gov. The TTY number is 

462-0740. Information is also available from THE POINT, Rhode Island’s Aging and Disability 

Resource Center, at 462-4444, or by logging on to www.ThePointRI.org. The TTY number is 

462-4445. 
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The Rhode Island Department of Human Services, Division of Elderly Affairs (DEA) is 
responsible for the development and implementation of a comprehensive system of programs and 
services for Rhode Islanders ages 60 and older and for adults with disabilities. Questions or 
requests for additional information on the issues of growing older, or for issues concerning adults 
with disabilities in Rhode Island should be directed to: Larry Grimaldi, Rhode Island Senior 
Beat, Rhode Island Department of Human Services, Division of Elderly Affairs, 74 West Road, 
Cranston, RI 02920 or faxed to 462-0545. The e-mail address is lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. 

 

http://www.dea.ri.gov/
http://www.thepointri.org/

