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LEGAL SERVICES ARE THERE WHEN YOU NEED THEM 

CRANSTON --- Keeping your legal affairs in order can be a challenge. How do you 

make out a will? Do I need a Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care? What are the different 

types of power of attorney? What are the legal implications of guardianship? You don’t need to 

navigate these issues on your own. There are several resources that can help you get the answers 

you need to the legal questions that you have.  

The Rhode Island Department of Human Services, Division of Elderly Affairs (DEA) 

legal counselor provides general information on topics that affect seniors, such as advance 

directives, wills, fraud, elder rights, protections, and related issues. When you learn the basics, 

you will be equipped to assemble the legal instruments that you will need to put your legal house 

in order. For information, call DEA at 462-3000, or go to www.dea.ri.gov. The TTY number is 

462-0740. 

The Rhode Island Bar Association’s Legal Information and Referral Service for the 

Elderly helps anyone 60 and older obtain legal services and advice. Seniors may receive a free 

initial consultation of up to 30 minutes. Collect calls are accepted.  

In recognition of May as Older Americans Month, the Rhode Island Bar Association’s 

Legal Information and Referral Service is offering free legal seminars through its “Ask a 

Lawyer” program. The goal of the program is to empower seniors by helping them to understand 

their legal rights and responsibilities in planning for their future.  
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Attorneys will be available for brief speaking presentations and to answer questions on 

legal issues of concern to older Rhode Islanders. Topics may include wills and trusts, durable 

powers of attorney, health and Medicare issues, reverse mortgages, banking, real estate issues, or 

any other related topics. The Bar Association has also joined forces with Rhode Island Legal 

Services to expand foreclosure-related legal assistance and will be offering statewide clinics on 

this issue. 

For more information, call Elisa King, program coordinator, at 521-5040, or email 

eking@ribar.com. 

Seniors who have received a notice of a tax sale of their home may also contact the 

Rhode Island Bar Association for legal assistance. 

Rhode Island Legal Services Senior Citizens Program helps low income persons 60 and 

older with legal advice and assistance. This program assists seniors with problems related to 

housing and public assistance programs. The Providence office is located at 56 Pine Street and 

the telephone number is 274-2652. The Newport office is located at 50 Washington Square and 

the telephone number is 846-2264. The Rhode Island Legal Services web site is www.rils.org. 

Advance health care directives allow you to declare what type of medical intervention 

options you would like if you are facing a life-threatening circumstance. The durable power of 

attorney for health care permits you to appoint an agent, or agents, to make health care decisions 

on your behalf, if you are unable to communicate your wishes. A living will directs your 

physicians, in advance, to withhold or withdraw life-sustaining procedures, if those are your 

wishes. You can get advance health care directive forms from DEA, or by contacting THE 

POINT, Rhode Island’s Aging and Disability Resource Center, at 462-4444, or by going to 

www.ThePointRI.org. The TTY number 462-4445. 

The COMFORT ONE bracelet program enables emergency medical service personnel to 

honor a terminal patient’s request to avoid resuscitation in his/her last minutes of life. For more 

information, call the Rhode Island Department of Health at 222-2401, or log on to 

www.health.ri.gov. 
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The Rhode Island Disability Law Center provides free legal assistance to persons with 

disabilities. Services include individual representation to protect rights or to secure benefits, 

services, and administrative and legislative advocacy. For more information, call 831-3150, or go 

to www.ridlc.org. The TTY number is 831-5335. 
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The Rhode Island Department of Human Services, Division of Elderly Affairs (DEA) is 
responsible for the development and implementation of a comprehensive system of programs and 
services for Rhode Islanders ages 60 and older and for adults with disabilities. Questions or 
requests for additional information on the issues of growing older, or for issues concerning adults 
with disabilities in Rhode Island should be directed to: Larry Grimaldi, Rhode Island Senior 
Beat, Rhode Island Department of Human Services, Division of Elderly Affairs, 74 West Road, 
Cranston, RI 02920 or faxed to 462-0545. The e-mail address is lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. 
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