
 
 
 

 

 

         

 
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs 
John O. Pastore Center 
Hazard Building  
74 West Road 
Cranston, RI 02920 

RI DEPARTMENT OF ELDERLY AFFAIRS FRAUD ALERT 

DATE: July 13, 2011 
TO: Rhode Island Aging Network Agencies 
FROM: Larry Grimaldi   462-0509 lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov 
SUBJECT: 2011 Fraud Alert #22-Replacement Medicare Cards 

BE AWARE…..BE ALERT…DON’T BE A VICTIM! 

FROM SMP IN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI…. 

Healthcare Fraud: COLUMNIST WARNS OF MEDICARE CARD PHONE SCAM. 
Recently, Kansas City Star, columnist C.W. Gusewelle wrote, "A friend and contemporary 
received a phone call this past week, notifying her that the current Medicare cards -- the ones 
with the red, white and blue stripes across the top -- were being phased out. A replacement card 
would be issued, the caller assured her, but the old one no longer would be valid." The caller 
asked her to verify her address and phone number. Next, the caller asked for the name of her 
bank. "She hung up and dialed Medicare" and "was told, there wasn't any plan to issue new 
cards." She was able to obtain the number of the caller. Gusewelle wrote, "If you get a call from 
area code 347, a Brooklyn, NY, exchange, and the number happens to be 418-0489," hang up 
and contact the police. 
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