NewsLINC
Governor Chafee Designates the Last Week of May "Hurricane Preparedness Week," Emphasizes the Importance of Emergency Preparedness
In light of the June 1st start of the 2011 Atlantic hurricane season, Governor Chafee officially designated the week of May 22nd – 28th "Hurricane Preparedness Week" in Rhode Island and urged all Rhode Islanders to join him in recognizing the importance of preparing for an emergency or natural disaster.

"We all have a stake in emergency preparedness," the Governor's proclamation read, "and the outcome of the next disaster will be defined by this preparedness."

Governor Chafee also brought the message of preparedness to Tuesday's Rhode Island Emergency Management Association (RIEMA) 2011 Hurricane Conference. The event, titled "Rebuilding a Stronger Rhode Island," featured experts from around the country. The Governor kicked off the conference with welcoming remarks.

The Atlantic hurricane season runs from June 1st to November 30th. Since 1900, a total of 52 tropical cyclones have impacted southern New England with at least a period of high winds, torrential rainfall, coastal flooding or tornadoes. The last hurricane to make a direct landfall in southern New England was Hurricane Bob on August 19th, 1991 along the Rhode Island coast near Newport.

