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DEA AND RIPTA ANNOUNCE NEW PROCESS FOR INCOME VERIFICATION: 
Effective on November 1, 2009 income verification for the “No Fare” bus pass will be performed at RIPTA’s ID office at 1 Kennedy Plaza in downtown Providence. Income verifications will be done from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday. This new policy will eliminate the need for seniors and adults with disabilities to travel to the Department of Elderly Affairs offices in Cranston for income verification. RIPTA’s Photo ID office will accept the following documents as proof of income:
· Medical Assistance card

· RI Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Elderly card (Group 8018 only)

· Social Security annual award letter

· Supplemental Security Disability Income award letter

· Federal Income Tax return
For additional information, call DEA at 462-3000 or RIPTA at 784-9500, extension 604.

ANNUAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD-PART D: 
With the approaching Annual Enrollment Period (AEP) for the Medicare Prescription Drug Plans (Medicare Part D) fast approaching, the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA) is sponsoring a series of workshops so that Medicare beneficiaries can look at their Part D plan options for the coming year. The AEP runs from November 15 through December 31.

During the AEP, Medicare beneficiaries can join a Part D Medicare Prescription Drug insurance plan. They can also change to a different Part D plan. The effective date of these changes will be January 1, 2010 If a beneficiary does not want to change their Part D coverage, the beneficiary DOES NOT have to take any action.

Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) volunteers and staff from the community agencies will be available on-site to help Medicare beneficiaries with their Part D plan choices in a one-on-one setting.

Medicare Part D workshops are scheduled as follows:

· Monday, November 16: Woonsocket Senior Center, 84 Social Street (1:00 to 5:00 p.m.).

· Wednesday, November 18: Scituate Senior Center, 1315 Chopmist Hill Road 

(10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. CALL 349-5760, EXT. 1952.
· Saturday, December 5: United Way/211, 50 Valley Street, Providence 

(9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.). Flu shots will be given from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Enrollment workshops-continued

· Monday, December 7: Leon Mathieu Senior Center, 420 Main Street, Pawtucket 

(8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.). BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. Call 728-7582.
· Thursday, December 10: Newport Child and Family Services, 31 John Clarke Road, Middletown (10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.).

For additional information, call DEA at 462-3000. TTY users should use 462-0740. The workshop schedule will also be posted on the DEA web site at www.dea.state.ri.us. Beneficiaries may also call THE POINT at 462-4444. TTY users should call 462-4445. The workshop schedule will also be posted on THE POINT web site at www.ThePointRI.org.

SENIOR JOURNAL:

The Senior Journal cable television program is devoted to exploring the issues of growing older in Rhode Island through the personal perspectives of seniors. 


Programs are produced by senior volunteers and are sponsored by the Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA) with the support of COX Communications. Programs are aired on Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Mondays at 7:00 p.m., and Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. over the COX statewide interconnect channel 13 and Verizon channel 32.

From October 25 to November 3, Surviving World War II will be broadcast. Libby Arron of Cranston interviews John O’ Hara, World War II veteran.

From November 8 to November 17, Medicare Part D Enrollment Events will be broadcast. Larry Grimaldi of DEA interviews Elizabeth Shelov and Lisa DiNobile of the DEA program staff.

For information, contact Larry Grimaldi at 462-0509 or e-mail lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov.
SHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
The State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) is a joint federal/state partnership that helps people understand Medicare. SHIP is a free service for Rhode Island seniors and adults with disabilities that are eligible for, or are enrolled in, Medicare.

SHIP counselors discuss health care insurance options on a one-to-one basis with Medicare beneficiaries. They can also help beneficiaries select a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan (Medicare Part D). 

Currently, SHIP is looking for additional volunteers. Training is provided and there is a tremendous opportunity for volunteers to provide assistance to their peers.

If you want to volunteer or get additional information, call Elizabeth Shelov at the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs at 462-0510. You can also contact her at eshelov@dea.ri.gov.
DEA SHIP GRANT:

DEA has received an additional $43,000 in funding from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for the State Health Insurance Program (SHIP).  This funding was provided to enhance SHIP, which provides information to Medicare beneficiaries about their health care options. These funds are part of $6.3 million in grant funding by CMS to SHIP organizations nationwide. 
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SHIP grant-continued
CMS expects these funds to be used to conduct community-based programs targeted to reaching beneficiaries who are unable to access other sources of information, such as online tools at www.medicare.gov. A portion of these funds will be used to facilitate Annual Open Enrollment events statewide, which will be held through December 31, 2009.These events will assure the provision of accurate and current information to Medicare beneficiaries with one-on-one counseling for assistance in exploring their Part D options.
DEA RECEIVES RESPITE CARE GRANT:

Congressman Jim Langevin has announced that DEA has received a $200,000 grant from the federal government to fund the Lifespan Respite Care Program. DEA will partner with the Diocese of Providence Respite Care Program, THE POINT, and the Parent Support Network to enhance respite care services in the state. Rhode Island was one of twelve states that shared a total allocation of $2.3 million. The grant will be used to expand the “Time Bank” system to help families and caregivers take care of their loved ones.

SOCIAL SECURITY COLA:
With the consumer prices down over the past year, Social Security monthly benefits for 57 million Americans will not increase in 2010. This will be the first year without an automatic Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA) since the COLA program went into effect in 1975. In lieu of a COLA, there is a proposal by President Obama that calls for a one-time recovery payment of $250 for Social Security beneficiaries. Information about Medicare changes, including information about Medicare premiums, has not yet been announced. However, should there be an increase in Medicare Part B premiums, the law contains a “hold harmless” provision that protects about 93 percent of Social Security beneficiaries from paying a higher Part B premium. The remaining higher income Social Security beneficiaries are subject to an increased Part B premium, as well beneficiaries that are newly eligible in 2010. In addition to the COLA issue, Social Security has also announced some changes for 2010. First, the maximum amount of wages subject to the Social Security tax remains the same as 2009-$106,800. In order to qualify for a quarter of coverage under Social Security, earned income must reach $1,120. This represents a change from $1,090 in 2009. If you retire before your full Social Security age, as outlined by Social Security, you are allowed to earn the same amount as last year, $14,160, before one dollar in benefits will be withheld for every $2 earned above the annual limit. After your full retirement age, there is no limit on earned income. In the year an individual reaches full retirement age, the annual income limit is $37,680 (same as 2009). This applies only to earnings received before attaining full retirement age. For earnings above the limit, one dollar in benefits will be withheld for every $3 in earnings.
2010 CENSUS:

It’s not too early to begin thinking about the 2010 Census. In fact, the National Census Day is April 1, 2010. As the Census Bureau likes to say, “It’s in our hands”.


Why will there be a National Censusu Day on April 1? The United States Constitution requires that a national census be taken every 10 years. 
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Census-continued

The census will show each state’s population and determine the number of seats a state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives. For this, and many other reasons, the Census Bureau has a simple message, “Be Counted in 2010”. 

Every year, the federal government has the capability of distributing more than $300 billion in funding to states and local communities. These allocations are based, in part, by data gathered by the Census Bureau. 
For state and local cities and towns, census data is often used to determine where to build new roads, hospitals, child care and senior citizen centers. Obviously, these types of decisions can generate thousands of jobs and bring much needed revenue to your community. Most of all, an accurate count can produce data that can directly affect the quality of life in your community.

The Census is a count of everyone residing in the United States, including people in all 50 states and Washington. D. C., Guam, Puerto Rico, U. S. Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa. All citizens and non-citizens will be counted.
Currently, the Census Bureau estimates that more than 307 million people are living in the United States.

Census questionnaires will be delivered or mailed to all U.S. households during March 2010. For persons who do not receive a questionnaire in March, replacements will be mailed in early April. Census workers will visit households that do not return their questionnaires between May and July.

For those who are concerned about personal privacy, the law mandates that the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s questionnaire responses with anyone, including other federal and law enforcement agencies.


The 2010 Census questionnaire contains only 10 questions. This is the shortest form in history and should take no longer than 10 minutes to complete.


Here are some key dates to remember for the 2010 Census:

· Fall 2009: Recruitment begins for census takers to support the peak workload.

· March and April 2010: Census questionnaires are mailed or delivered to households.

· April 1, 2010: National Census Day.

· May through July 2010: Census takers visit households that did not return their questionnaires by mail.

· December 2010: By law, the Census Bureau delivers the population counts to the President for apportioning the U.S. House of Representatives.

For more information on Census 2010, go to www.2010census.gov.

OPERATION HOLIDAY CHEER: 

With the holiday season fast approaching, it’s time once again for “Operation Holiday Cheer”. This initiative is headed up by Lt. Governor Elizabeth Roberts. The program sends holiday care packages to Rhode Island National Guard troops and active duty servicemen and servicewomen that are deployed overseas. There are an additional 350 Rhode Island Guard and Air National Guard soldiers who will be heading overseas very soon; so this year’s effort will take on an added significance. “Operation Holiday Cheer” is accepting donations from the public. A complete list of suggested items for donation can be found at the Lt. Governor’s website at www.ltgov.ri.gov/ohc.  
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Operation Holiday Cheer-continued

Some of these items with a distinctly Rhode Island flair are local products such as powdered Del’s lemonade or coffee syrup. Donations can be dropped off on Saturday, November 14 at the North Main Street Armory on North Main Street in Providence from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Volunteers are also needed at the North Main Street Armory on Saturday, November 21, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., to help pack and ship the ‘Operation Holiday Cheer” packages. Volunteers can register at operationholidaycheer@ ltgov.state.ri.us. 
DIABETES FAIR:

Our Lady of Fatima Hospital, 200 High Service Avenue in North Providence, has announced that its Certified Diabetes Self-Management program will offer a Diabetes Fair on Monday, November 2 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The Fair will take place in the hospital’s Ambulatory Care Center. The event, which is free and open to the public, will feature free screenings, presentations, and information booths. The fair is designed to provide participants with the knowledge they need to manage their diabetes successfully. For information, call 456-3746 or go to www.fatimahospital.com.  

NATIONAL AWARDS FOR CORNERSTONE DIRECTORS:

Cornerstone Adult Services has announced that two of its directors, Kimberly Santilli, Director of Administration and IT Services, and Dottie Santagata, Director of Day Services have been chosen by the National Adult Day Services Association (NADSA) as award winners in the categories of Adult Day Services Innovator and 2009 Administrator. The award-winning directors were recognized at the NADSA’s annual conference in Seattle, WA. Santagata was cited as the 2009 Administrator and Santilli was recognized with the 2009 Innovator award.

The Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA), John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road, Cranston, RI 02920 publishes the Information Memorandum. Reader’scomments, suggestions, or items of interest are welcome. DEA encourages aging network agencies to reprint any articles that appear in the Information Memorandum or The Older Rhode Islander. Permission to reprint this material is not required by DEA. For additional information on DEA publications, call Larry Grimaldi at 462-0509. To send a FAX, dial 462-0503; or e-mail lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov..
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