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CRANSTON --- The Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA) and the 

Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) have announced that identification cards for seniors 

age 60 and older and adults with disabilities age 18 to 59 will be processed at DMV sites across the state. There will be no charge for these identification cards.


“We are pleased to be joining our colleagues at the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles in partnering with DEA in providing this valuable service,” declared Corinne Calise Russo, DEA Director.


“This new opportunity affords easier access on a statewide basis and provides seniors and adults with disabilities with an approved and acceptable form of identification, carrying with it a new and official look,” she said.

ID cards will be processed at these locations:

· Middletown, 73 Valley Road: Monday through Friday (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).

· Pawtucket, 100 Main Street: Monday through Friday (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).

· Wakefield, Stedman Government Center: Wednesday and Thursday (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).

· Warren, 1 Joyce Street, Tuesday and Wednesday (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).

· West Warwick, 1237 Main Street, Monday through Friday (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).
· Westerly,  Ocean Plaza, 62 Franklin Street, Monday, Tuesday and Friday

 (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).

· Woonsocket, Department of Labor and Training, 217 Pond Street, Monday through Friday 

(8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.).

“We are pleased to partner with DEA on this initiative,” Charles Hollis, Assistant Administrator for the Division of Motor Vehicles declared. “We believe that this new system of obtaining ID cards will be a better fit for seniors and adults with disabilities as they will now have regional offices located throughout the state to go to,” he observed.


The following protocol must be used to obtain an ID card:

· Persons must present an identity document such as an original birth or baptismal certificate, U.S. passport, or license that has not expired for more than one year.

· Applicants will also need a signature document. This may be something such as a license that is not expired for over one year, a valid U.S. passport or other document such as a retired service or reservist military card.

· Applicants will also need a document that verifies their address such as a valid voter registration card, utility bill, personal check or bank statement or a copy of a valid lease or rental agreement. 
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· Applicants must provide an official Social Security Card (laminated or metal cards are not acceptable). If you do not have a valid Social Security Number, you must present documentation to validate the ineligibility for a Social Security Number. The Division of Motor Vehicles by law is required to record Social Security Numbers for all applicants for a Driver's License and ID card.
PLEASE NOTE: PHOTO IDENTIFICATION CARDS ARE NOT PROCESSED AT THE DMV LOCATION IN THE WARWICK MALL.

For more information, call the DMV at 462-4DMV (462-4368), or go to www.dmv.ri.gov
CABLE TELEVISION PROGRAMMING: SENIOR JOURNAL: The Senior Journal explores the issues of growing older through the perspectives of older adults. The Senior Journal is produced by volunteers, and is sponsored by DEA in cooperation with Cox Communications. Senior Journal programs are aired on Sundays at 5:00 p.m.; Mondays at 7:00 p.m.; and Tuesdays and 11:30 a.m. over interconnect Channel A. 

From March 2 to 11, Visiting Nurse Association of Rhode Island will air. Libby Arron of Cranston interviews Susan Moretti, R.N. and Colleen Rose, physical therapist for the VNA of Rhode Island.


From March 16 to 25 Seniors Helping Others will be broadcast. Arron interviews Debra Tanner, executive director, Kathy Rosum, volunteer coordinator, and Richard Spargo, volunteer for SHO.


For additional information, call 462-0509.

RIPTA BUS PASSES: RIPTA will process bus passes for senior and disabled persons at these sites during March:

· Friday, March 7: East Providence Senior Center, 610 Waterman Avenue. 

(11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.).

· Friday, March 14: The Center, 25 St. Dominic Road., Wakefield.

(11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.).

CENTENARIAN SEARCH: Have brunch with the Governor. The Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA) is looking for Rhode Islanders age 100 and older. Centenarians will be invited to the 31st annual Governor’s Centenarians Brunch on Wednesday, May 7 at Capitol Ridge at Providence. Rhode Islanders 100 or older, or those who will reach their 100th birthday this year are invited. For information about getting an invitation for your centenarian, call Donna Slemon at 462-0501.
INCOME TAX HELP: United Way 211 at Crossroads is offering free income tax filing services to persons and families with incomes of $40,000 or less. The service is designed to help low-eligible income taxpayers to file for the earned income and childcare tax credits. The Internal Revenue Service certifies all preparers and e-filing is available for faster refunds. VITA can also help seniors fill out a federal 1040 or 1040A for the economic stimulus rebate. 
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Information is also available on financial workshops, as well as credit counseling and homeowner opportunities. For information on Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites and times, call 211 toll-free from anywhere in Rhode Island. Taxpayers need to bring their Social Security card for themselves and all dependents, if applicable, all W-2 and 1099 forms, and a copy of their 2006 federal tax form, if a return was filed.

SPRING SILENT AUCTION: The Alliance for Better Long Term Care is sponsoring a silent auction to benefit the organization on Friday, April 4 at the Warwick Country Club (5:00 to 9:00 p.m.). There will be hors d-oeuvres and live musical entertainment and the bidding will take place from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. There will also be a live auction for four box seats to a Red Sox game at 
Fenway Park. Admission is $30 per person or $55 per couple. Sponsorships are also available at  $2,000 for a platinum level (food sponsorship), $1,500 for gold (live auction sponsorship), $1,000 for silver (silent auction sponsorship)  and $500 for bronze (entertainment sponsorship).  For information and reservations, call the Alliance at 785-3340.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT LOANS: David M. Delisle, Rhode Island Area Director of USDA Rural Development, has announced that the agency is providing grants and one percent loans for rural homeowners to make necessary repairs and improvements to their homes.

Loans may be made for up to $20,000 at an interest rate of one percent. Grants for up to $7,500 are available to senior citizens who are sixty-two years of age or older and who can not meet the expense of a loan.  Loan and grant funds may be used for such purposes as heating, electrical and plumbing repairs, storm windows, insulation, well and septic system repairs, or roof and chimney repairs.  Senior homeowners can also use USDA Rural Development financing to install ramps or make other home improvements in order to maintain or improve an applicant’s independence.

To qualify, an applicant must be the owner and occupant of a single family home located in an eligible rural area. The maximum household income varies according to family size, and the town in which the property is located.  Generally, the annual income for a single member household applicant can not exceed $25,600; a two member household $29,250; and a three member household $32,900. The income limits are slightly higher for the towns of Hopkinton, New Shoreham, and Westerly.

Information regarding eligible communities and applications may be obtained at the USDA Rural Development office located at 60 Quaker Lane, Suite 44, Warwick, RI or by calling 401-826-0842, EXTENSION #4.

The USDA is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider and Employer.  
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DIABETES AND SIGHT AWARNESS COMMUNITY HELATH DAY: Lifespan is sponsoring a Diabetes and Sight Awareness Community Health Day on Saturday, April 5 at Cranston Senior Services, 1070 Cranston Street from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Admission is free. There will be information and screening booths at the event including cholesterol and blood glucose screenings, blood pressure checks, glaucoma and vision screenings, podiatry screenings and stroke risk assessments. Physicians will also be on hand to talk about diabetes and eye care.

FREE CLASSES FOR NURSING HOME EMPLOYEES: One of the goals of Career Help for the Upwardly Mobile (CHUM), a Rhode Island based project supported through a grant from the Rhode Island Department of Education, is to help nursing home employees get a high school diploma or help with speaking or writing in English. CHUM provides an opportunity for workers to get a general high school equivalency diploma (GED) or attend classes in English. The courses are free. Classes are held at various nursing homes across the state at convenient times for workers. For more information, call Melissa Miranda at Quality Partners of Rhode Island at 528-3269 or go on line at mmiranda@riqio.sdps.org.

NEW LOCATION: Comprehensive Adult Day Care has moved from 229 Waterman Street to the Colibri Building, 100 Niantic Avenue in Providence.

ALZHEIMER’S WORKSHOPS: The Alzheimer’s Association is sponsoring “Maintain Your Brain” workshops, which are directed to baby boomers. The workshop is reaching out to change the way the nation thinks about brain health, memory, healthy aging, and Alzheimer’s disease. The good news is that we know that there is a lot you can do to help keep your brain healthier as you age. These steps might also reduce your risk of Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias.

The Alzheimer’s Association-RI Chapter is also sponsoring a Workplace 101 workshop targeted to individuals who want to learn more about the disease. Using brain images, the workshop illustrates the difference between Alzheimer’s and normal aging and how Alzheimer’s disease affects the brain. Other sections explain the warning signs, how to get a diagnosis, key services offered by the Alzheimer’s Association, and hopeful advances in research. 

For information on these workshops, please call 421-0008 and ask for Marge.

Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA), John O. Pastore Center, Benjamin Rush Building 55, 35 Howard Avenue, Cranston, RI  02920 publishes the Information Memorandum. Reader’scomments, suggestions, or items of interest are welcome. The deadline for submission of material is the first of the month for the next monthly publication. The DEA also encourages aging network agencies to reprint any articles that appear in the Information Memorandum or The Older Rhode Islander. Permission to reprint this material is not required by DEA. For additional information on DEA publications, call Larry Grimaldi at 462-0509. To send a FAX, dial 462-0503; or e-mail larry@dea.state.ri.us.
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The Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA) was established as a cabinet-level position in 1977 under Rhode Island General Law 42-66-1. DEA is responsible for the development and implementation of a comprehensive system of programs and services for Rhode Islanders age 60 and older. DEA is also the state’s single planning and service area agency on aging under the provisions of The Older Americans Act of 1965.
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