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RHODE ISLAND SENIOR BEAT
RELEASE: Friday, February 19, 2010
CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
THESE PROGRAMS CAN HELP YOU PAY YOUR MEDICAL EXPENSES
Q. I am 74 years old and living on a modest monthly income from Social Security and a small pension. I have Medicare and another insurance plan, but I’m finding it increasingly difficult to pay my medical bills and prescription drugs. Are there any programs that can help me pay these medical expenses?
A. There are both federal and state assistance programs that are available to Medicare beneficiaries who have a limited income and very few resources. These programs can help you save on your health care bills and prescription drug costs. Programs include Medicaid (Medical Assistance), Medicare Savings Program (MSP), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and Extra Help for prescription drug costs.
Medicaid is distinctly different from Medicare. Medicare is a federal program designed for persons 65 and older, disabled persons, and persons with End Stage Renal Disease (kidney failure). There are no income or resource limits for joining Medicare.
Medicaid is a joint federal and state health care program that helps individuals and families pay their medical expenses. Medicaid pays for services provided by a participating physician, hospital, pharmacist, durable medical equipment supplier, or supplier of other medical equipment or treatment. Each state decides on what is included in calculations of income and resources, what services are covered, and the cost for those services. 
Individuals over age 65 may be eligible for Medical Assistance if they are a Rhode Island resident and: 
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· Have a work history of less than 10 years that disqualifies them for Medicare and  have income at or below 100% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) and have resources (savings) of less than $4,000 for an individual or $6,000 for a couple, or:

· Meet the "flex test eligibility" for Medical Assistance.

If an individual's income is at or above 100% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), they may still qualify for Medical Assistance if they have medical expenses. This is called "flex test" eligibility.  An individual's medical expenses can be subtracted from a person's income over a six-month period.  This may reduce their income to fall within Medical Assistance eligibility guidelines and make them eligible.  Eligibility is re-determined every six months. Currently, the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) is $10,830 annually for a single person and $14,570 for a couple. For information, call the Department of Human Services (DHS) Information line at 401-462-5300. TTY users should call 401-462-3363. Their web site is www.dhs.ri.gov.
The Medicare Savings Program helps pay Medicare premiums and, in some cases, may also pay Part A and Part B deductibles and coinsurance. These programs help people with Medicare save money each year: 

· Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) helps pay your Medicare Part A and Part B premiums, and other cost-sharing (like deductibles, coinsurance, and co-payments), if your income and resources are at or below a certain level. Currently, the income level for QMB is 100 percent of the FPL.
· Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB) pays the Medicare Part B premium. The current income level for QMB is $12,996 annually for a single person and $17,484 for a couple.

·  Qualifying Individual (QI) also helps pay your Medicare Part B premiums if your income and resources are at a certain level. The current income Level for QI is $14,620 annually for a single person and $19,669 for a couple.

Resource limits are $4,000 for a single person and $6,000 per couple. For information, call the DHS Information Line.
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Supplemental Social Security Income (SSI) is a monthly amount paid by Social Security to people with limited income and resources who are disabled, blind, or age 65 or older. SSI benefits provide cash to meet basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter. SSI benefits aren’t the same as Social Security benefits. The income limits are $8,807 annually for a single person and $13,325 for a couple. The resource limits are $2,000 for a single person and $3,000 for a couple. For more information, call 1-800-772-1213. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778. The website is www.socialsecurity.gov.
If you have limited income and resources, you may qualify for Extra Help paying your Medicare drug costs. The amount of Extra Help you get is based on your income and resources. If you qualify for Medicaid, one of the MSP, or SSI, you automatically qualify for Extra Help paying the costs of Medicare prescription drug coverage. The income and resources level may change every year. The only way to know for sure if you qualify is to apply with DHS.
The current income limits for Extra Help (also known as the Low-Income Subsidy-LIS), are $16,425 annually for a single person and $21,885 for a couple. The resource limits are $12,510 for a single person and $25,010 for a couple. For information, call Social Security or Medicare at 1-800-633-4227. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048. The website is www.medicare.gov.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. TTY users should call 462-0740. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. The TTY number for THE POINT is 462-4445.
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