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RHODE ISLAND SENIOR BEAT
RELEASE: Friday, April 9, 2010
CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
DEPARTMENT OF ELDERLY AFFAIRS SPONSORS LISTENING SESSIONS
IN PREPARATION FOR THE 2011 REAUTHORIZATION 

OF THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT

CRANSTON --- NOTE: Due to last week’s storms and flooding, this column was delayed one week. Consequently, listening sessions have been held at the Warren Senior Center and at the Pilgrim Senior Center in Warwick. Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA,) listening sessions are still scheduled at the Portsmouth Senior Center, Johnston Senior Center, and the Westerly Senior Center later this month.
Transportation. Medical and prescription drug bills. Home care. Long-tem care services. Meals on Wheels. Protective Services for seniors. Respite. 
Did you ever want to tell your elected officials how you feel about programs and services for seniors and adults with disabilities? Do you have ideas on how federal, state, and municipal government can enhance these services? Now you’ll have a chance to be heard! 
DEA is sponsoring listening sessions at three locations around the state to gain input for the U.S. Congressional delegation to consider for the 2011 Older Americans Act Reauthorization.

The Older Americans Act was originally passed into law in 1965. The Act provides funding for many of the programs and services that are part of the continuum of long-term care for seniors, adults with disabilities, families, and their caregivers. These services include such support programs as senior meal sites and Meals on Wheels, in-home care, senior centers, information and referral, protective services, Aging and Disability Resource Centers (THE POINT), the ombudsman program for long-term care facilities and in-home services, legal assistance, respite care, and disease prevention and wellness. 
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The Act has undergone several reauthorizations since 1965. Over the years, funding for programs such as the National Family Caregiver initiative, Alzheimer’s demonstration grants that seek to support persons Alzheimer’s families, and disease prevention and wellness programs have been added to the Act. 
Rhode Island received about $7 million in Older Americans Act funding for Fiscal Year 2010. The state is home to more than 202,000 persons over the age of 60. That is approximately 19 percent of our population and we rank 12th in the nation in this category.

DEA –sponsored Listening Sessions will be held as follows:
· Monday, April 12-Newport County: Portsmouth Senior Center, 110 Bristol Ferry Road, (683-4106).

· Thursday, April 15-Providence County: Johnston Senior Center, 1291 Hartford Avenue,

(944-3343).
· Monday, April 19: Washington County: Westerly Senior Center, 39 State Street

(596-2404).

All listening sessions at all sites will run from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Seniors, family members, 

and caregivers are invited to attend these sessions. There are no attendance or registration fees. Both oral and written testimony will be accepted. Pre-registration is required for oral testimony using the telephone numbers listed above.


A final report based on input from these listening sessions will be sent to the Rhode Island Congressional delegation state, municipal, and federal agencies and senior advocates.

For more information, call DEA at 462-3000, or e-mail lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov.


FEMA Information: All Rhode Islanders who have experienced damages due to the severe storms and flooding must register claims with FEMA.  FEMA is the primary agency to assist with cost recovery for individuals, homeowners, and renters. To be eligible for assistance, persons must register with FEMA in one of these ways:
· Online at www.fema.gov 
· Call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) TTY users should call 1-800-462-7585.

Please note:  It is critically important for anyone who may have called 2-1-1 or spoken to FEMA due to the last storm event, must file a claim with FEMA regarding this event.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. TTY users should call 462-0740. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. The TTY number for THE POINT is 462-4445.
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