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SENIOR BEAT ANSWERS MEDICARE QUESTIONS


CRANSTON---This week’s Senior Beat column answers two questions about late enrollment penalties for Medicare Part B (medical insurance) and Part D (prescription drug program). 



Q. How long do the penalties for Part B and Part D last?


A. If you are 65 and did not sign up for Medicare Part B and Part D when you first qualify, you will have to pay a penalty for rest of your life if you decide to join Part B or Part D after your Initial Enrollment Period ends.  An exception to Part B is if the person is still actively working or is covered under a policy of a spouse that is actively working. An exception to Part D is if the person has coverage that has been deemed “creditable coverage” by Medicare.
If you are not 65 when you first became eligible for Medicare and did not sign up for Medicare Part B and/or Part D during your Initial Enrollment Period, you will have to pay a penalty if you decide to join Part B and /or Part D only until you turn 65.  At age 65, you will get a new Initial Enrollment Period and have a second opportunity to sign up for Medicare Part B and/or Part D without paying a higher premium.

Q. A working wife provided health care coverage for her retired husband.  Her health coverage did not include prescription drugs.  She has now retired and is looking to sign up 

for Medicare Part D plan which they did not pick up when they first became eligible.  Would they face a penalty for late enrollment even  though the wife was actively working?
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A. Yes. Although the wife was providing heath coverage through active work, her coverage did not include prescription drugs or “creditable coverage.” Therefore, they will both have to pay a higher premium for late enrollment.

Note:  If they did not sign up for Medicare Part B when they first became eligible, they would not be faced with a penalty for Part B because the wife was actively working.

So remember, for Part D, the only way to prevent a late penalty is if you or your husband or wife has “creditable coverage” whether you are actively working or not.  

For Part B, the only way to prevent penalty is whether a beneficiary or his/her husband or wife is actively working regardless of whether they have health coverage or not.


Senior Journal: The Senior Journal cable television program is devoted to exploring the issues of growing older in Rhode Island through the personal perspectives of seniors. 


Programs are produced by senior volunteers and are sponsored by the Department of Elderly Affairs with the support of COX Communications. Programs are aired on Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Mondays at 7:00 p.m., and Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. over statewide Cox Communications channel 13 and Verizon channel 32.

From 
January 25 to February 3, Medicare Enrollment Event will be broadcast.

Senior Journal volunteer, Fred Engle, produced this program.


From February 8-17: Meals on Wheels of Rhode Island will air. Libby Arron of Cranston interviews Pauline Asprinio, Nutritional Coordinator and Louise Cadieux, Executive Assistant for Meals on Wheels of Rhode Island.


From February 22 to March 3: Adaptive Telephone Equipment, Part I will be

broadcast. Arron interviews Denise Corson, Program Coordinator for Rhode Island Adaptive Telephone Equipment Loan Program/Goodwill Industries and Sean Gill, Rhode Island Relay Outreach Coordinator.


From March 8 to 17: Adaptive Telephone Equipment, Part II will air. 


For information, contact Larry Grimaldi at 462-0509 or e-mail larry@dea.state.ri.us
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Department of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to larry@dea.state.ri.us. For a confidential discussion with a Customer Service Specialist about questions or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. 
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