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RHODE ISLAND SENIOR BEAT

RELEASE: Friday, October 16, 2009
CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
IT’S TIME TO STAND UP AND BE COUNTED

CRANSTON --- It’s not too early to begin thinking about the 2010 Census. In fact, the national Census Day is April 1st, 2010. As the Census Bureau likes to say, “It’s in our hands”.


Why will there be a Census Day on April 1st? The United States Constitution requires that a national census be taken every 10 years. The census will show each state’s population and determine the number of seats a state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives. For this, and many other reasons, the Census Bureau has a simple message, “Be Counted in 2010”. 
Every year, the federal government has the capability of distributing more than $300 billion in funding to states and local communities. These allocations are based, in part, by data gathered by the Census Bureau. For state and local cities and towns, census data is often used to determine where to build new roads, hospitals, child care and senior citizen centers. Obviously, these types of decisions can generate thousands of jobs and bring much needed revenue to your community. Most of all, an accurate count can produce data that can directly affect the quality of life in your community.

The Census is a count of everyone residing in the United States, including people in all 50 states and Washington. D. C., Guam, Puerto Rico, U. S. Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa. All citizens and non-citizens will be counted.
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Currently, the Census Bureau estimates that more than 307 million people are living in the United States.

Census questionnaires will be delivered or mailed to all U.S. households during March 2010. For persons who did not receive a questionnaire, replacements will be mailed in early April and Census workers will visit households that do not return their questionnaires.

For those who are concerned about personal privacy, the law mansates that the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s questionnaire responses with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement agencies.

The 2010 Census questionnaire contains only 10 questions. This is the shortest form in history and should take no longer than 10 minutes to complete.


Here are some key dates to remember for the 2010 Census:

· Fall 2009: Recruitment begins for census takers to support the peak workload.

· February and March 2010: Census questionnaires are mailed or delivered to households.

· April 1, 2010: National Census Day.
· May through July 2010: Census takers visit households that did not return their questionnaires by mail.

· December 2010: By law, the Census Bureau delivers the population counts to the President for apportioning the U.S. House of Representatives.

For more information on Census 2010, go to www.2010census.gov.
Call for volunteers: Are you retired or about to retire? Looking for an opportunity to volunteer? We have the answer.

The State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) a joint federal/state partnership that helps those enrolled in, or who are eligible for Medicare, understand their health insurance options. . SHIP counselors discuss health care insurance and health care insurance options on a one-on-one basis with Medicare beneficiaries SHIP counselors can also help beneficiaries select a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan (Medicare Part D). SHIP is a free service. 
-more-
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Currently, SHIP is seeking additional volunteers statewide. Training is provided and there is a tremendous opportunity for volunteers to provide assistance to their peers.

If you want to volunteer or get additional information, call Elizabeth Shelov at the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs at 462-0510. You can also contact her at eshelov@dea.ri.gov
-30-

Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. TTY users should call 462-0740. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. The TTY number for THE POINT is 462-4445.
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