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SENIORS CAN GET TAX BREAKS


Q.  My wife and I are in our 70s and own our own home and each year, the property taxes seem to get a little bit higher. Are there any programs that help seniors pay their property tax?

A. Many Rhode Island cities and towns offer some type of property tax relief to their older residents who meet age, income and residency requirements.  Inquire at your city or town hall.


Applications for the Rhode Island Property Tax Relief Program (Form RI1040H) must be filed between January 1 and April 15. Rhode Island resident homeowners and renters with household incomes not exceeding $30,000 may receive up to $300.

Information and assistance with state income taxes is available from the Rhode Island Division of Taxation, One Capitol Hill, Providence, RI 02908. Call 574-8829. The forms only telephone number is 574-8970, or you can visit their web site at www.tax.state.ri.us.
Let’s talk a little bit more about the Property Tax Relief Claim for 2008 (Form 1040H).

There are five questions a taxpayer must answer “yes” to in order to qualify for a Property Tax Relief rebate.

1. Were you a legal resident of Rhode Island for all of 2008?

2. Did you live in a household or rent a dwelling that was subject to property taxes?
-more-
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(Just a word of caution here: Persons who live in public housing that is not subject to property taxes cannot file a Property Tax Relief Claim form).

3. Are you current for property taxes or rent due on the homestead for all prior years?
4. Are you current on 2008 property taxes or rent and will pay any unpaid installments?
5. Was your household income $30,000 or less?
To calculate your income for the purpose of filing a Property Tax Relief Claim, all 

sources of income are included, whether or not it may be subject to federal and state taxes. This includes income such as Social Security, non-taxable interest and dividend, Worker’s Compensation benefits, cash public assistance, capital gains or any other type of non-taxable income. The form also requires that you include other income such as alimony, rental income, and the total gain on sale or exchange of property, wages or pensions. (A word of caution here: The Economic Stimulus rebates are not considered to be countable income for the purposes of calculating eligibility or household income for the Property Tax Relief Claim. The maximum claim is $300.


After you have completed the questions on the form and completed the “additional questions” entry, homeowners will be asked to enter their 2008 property taxes. Renters will be asked to calculate their Property Tax Relief Claim, if applicable based on 20% of the total amount of rent paid for 2008.

The applicable Property Tax Relief amount is determined by a sliding scale on the back of the RI1040H form.

Increase in costs for RIPTA bus passes: The following changes have been made to the cost of RIPTA bus passes.

1. For seniors, the cost of a RIPTA bus pass has increased from $5 to $10. The pass will be good for five years.

2. For persons with handicaps under 65. The cost for a RIPTA bus pass has in

increased from $2 to $10. The pass will be good for five years instead of two.

3. As always, seniors and adults with disabilities can obtain a bus pass free of charge if 

they meet the specific income guidelines of the Rhode Island Pharmaceutical Assistance program. These guidelines are $19,785 for a single person and $24,735 for a married couple.

-more-
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Department of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to larry@dea.state.ri.us. For a confidential discussion with a Customer Service Specialist about questions or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. 
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