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ENHANCED FOOD STAMP BENEFITS ANNOUNCED


CRANSTON--- The Rhode Island Department of Human Services (DHS) has announced a series of initiatives to increase awareness and participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), also known as the Food Stamp Program. The goal of these initiatives is to reach as many low-income households as possible and to provide much-needed help during the recession we are currently undergoing. In particular, the initiatives target the elderly, disabled, unemployed and low-income working families.


DHS is going to streamline the application process for the populations that they have identified for this outreach effort. A shorter, more simplified application and eliminating the asset test for these targeted groups will provide more food assistance to those who need it the most.

To make the process even simpler and more responsive, DHS will certify clients for a twelve-month period as opposed to the six-month certification that used previously.


In a move designed to reach new populations, such as those persons recently unemployed and receiving unemployment insurance benefits, DHS will partner with the Department of Labor and Training (DLT) to provide information on the Food Stamp Program. DLT is now providing information to this population to enhance awareness of the SNAP. DLT expects to distribute 20,000 informational brochures to this population.
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DHS has also submitted a waiver seeking the ability to replace the face-to-face interview

requirement in favor of telephone interviews. DHS has begun to train its staff in telephone interviewing for the Food Stamp Program.


In helping to enhance the outreach efforts for the Food Stamp Program, DHS is aware of the tough economic climate and is trying to assure the necessary nutritional needs for seniors, disabled, unemployed and low-income families. According to DHS, plans to bring about increased awareness and more use of the Food Stamp Program are designed to bring more federal dollars into the state. In anticipation of the success of their outreach efforts, DHS has announced that they will seek to hire nine additional Food Stamp technicians.


Current monthly income guidelines for the Food Stamp Program are $1,127 for one person and $1,517 for a couple. Some deductions are subtracted from a person’s gross income. They may include a deduction for household and telephone expenses, an earned income deduction for individuals who are working, and deductions for medical expenses and excess shelter costs. Adults who are eligible for SNAP receive their benefits using an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) card. The EBT card is accepted at grocery and retail food stores across the state.


For more information on the Food Stamp Program, call the Department of Elderly Affairs at 462-3000 or THE POINT at 462-4444.


A mini-column on digital television: In last week’s column, we talked about a $90 million dollar allocation for digital television conversion embedded in the latest economic stimulus package. There is more funding for the digital television conversion in this legislation. A total of $650 million will be used to enhance outreach and customer service. One of the priorities of the bill is to clean up the waiting list for the digital conversion boxes. In addition to the $90 million for customer service, the other funds include $490 million for more conversion coupons, $38 million for coupon distribution, and $32 million for enhancements during the four-month extension of the digital television conversion scheduled for June 30th of this year. More than 12 million coupons will be made available due to the stimulus. For questions about the coupon program, call 1-888-CALLFCC (1-888-225-5322).

-more-
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to larry@dea.state.ri.us. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444.
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