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RHODE ISLAND SENIOR BEAT

RELEASE: Friday, June 26, 2009
CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
DEA RECEIVES GRANTS FOR THE SMP AND

AND MEDICARE OUTREACH PROGRAMS

CRANSTON --- Corinne Calise Russo, Director of the state Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA), has announced that the agency has received a one-year grant for $180,000 from the Administration on Aging to help seniors recognize and report Medicare and Medicaid fraud and to help Medicare beneficiaries get the most from their health care dollar. The grant award represents a continuation of the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) program in Rhode Island. SMP began in the state three years ago.

Special emphasis will be placed on detecting and reporting fraud for durable medical equipment claims. SMP will also reach out to beneficiaries for whom English is not their primary language, minorities, and those with behavioral and mental health issues

DEA will partner with THE POINT resource center and its regional agencies, United Way 211, and Tri-Town Community Action to raise public awareness about Medicare and Medicaid fraud. DEA will also work with the Department of Human Services to develop tools to educate Medicaid clients about fraud, waste, and abuse. Rhode Island SMP will also partner with the state Attorney General’s Office to prosecute persons suspected of Medicare and Medicaid fraud, waste and abuse.
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In addition to fraudulent durable medical equipment claims, fraud, waste, and abuse include such practices as forged prescriptions, charging for name brand prescriptions when generics were dispensed, health insurance scams, billing for services not rendered, and “kick-backs” for certain referrals. Health care fraud can be committed by just one practitioner or by a large company.

In 2006, Medicare financed health care for more than 43 million people. These expenditures were reported to be approximately $408 billion dollars. That’s an average cost of $9,451 for each Medicare enrollee. Studies also show that the 176,000 Medicare beneficiaries in Rhode Island consumed $1.2 billion dollars in health care costs.

In 2007, Rhode Island SMP investigated more than 4,017 simple fraud, waste, and abuse reports and 32 reports of abuse of a complex nature. SMP counseling provided education and assistance in 39 languages and recruited and trained 114 active volunteers in one year.

As part of the focus on Medicare and Medicaid fraud, waste and abuse of durable medical equipment, DEA will work with Tri-Town Community Action to develop a checklist for  “Personal Choice” consumers. 

Russo has also announced that the agency has been awarded a two-year, $159,000 grant from the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services to help older persons, persons with disabilities, and their caregivers apply for special assistance programs. The grants were made possible by the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA).

The grant was part of  $25 million in awards given nationwide to help Medicare beneficiaries apply for the Medicare Part D (prescription drug plans), the Low-Income Subsidy Program, and the Medicare Savings Program. An additional $5 million was set aside to establish a resource center to support outreach efforts.

-more-
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Rhode Island DEA will partner with THE POINT in this targeted outreach effort. THE POINT is the state’s resource information center for seniors, families and caregivers. MIPPA grants will supplement the work already being done by the state’s Senior Health Insurance Program. Additional partners include local community centers, community action agencies, the Rhode Island Council of Churches, and the state Department of Human Services. The goal is to keep Medicare beneficiaries healthy and living in their communities.

Informational letters will be distributed to recipient’s homes that have similar eligibility criteria. These include such programs such as the Low-Income Heating Assistance Program, Meals on Wheels, and the Senior Nutrition Assistance (Food Stamp) program.


The letters will identify local telephone numbers that the beneficiary can call to get more information or to schedule an interview. The grant is expected to enroll more than 700 persons in the Medicare Savings Program, Low-Income Subsidy Program, and Medicare Part D prescription drug plans.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to LGrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444.
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