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BAY DAY CELEBRATES RHODE ISLAND’S HERITAGE

CRANSTON --- For more than a decade, Rhode Island Governor’s Bay Day has celebrated the incredible natural beauty of our state parks and beaches. While the state measures approximately 40 miles long and 30 miles wide, Rhode Island offers more than 400 miles of coastline, much of it available to public access. For generations, Rhode Islanders have enjoyed family picnics in the park or weekend adventures to the beaches. These natural wonders are a vivid backdrop for a collection of countless memories.

This year, the Governor’s Bay Day will take place on Sunday, July 25 at several venues across the state. There will be free parking at all state beaches and a state recreational fishing license or registration with the National Saltwater Angler Registry is not required to fish the state’s saltwater locations on this day. RIPTA will provide free Beach Bus Express service to state beaches. Go to www.ri.gov to get information about the times of these various events. You can also call 222-2080.

At Goddard State Park in Warwick, Coast 93.3 and B101 radio stations will sponsor arts and crafts for kids of any age. You can join the Rhode Island Blueways Alliance as they walk, bike, and kayak along the coastline. There will be a Complimentary Neighborhood Barbeque, a fresh produce demonstration by the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (DEM) and Johnston and Wales University chefs, a concert in the park by Triad, as well as information from the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs, THE POINT (Rhode Island’s Aging and Disability Resource Center), the Rhode Island Department of Health, United Healthcare, IRS, and the University of Rhode Island. 
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At Roger Wheeler State Beach in Narragansett, radio station Lite Rock 105 will be at the beach and offer prizes to beachgoers. There will be demonstrations and educational information from the Mystic Aquarium, a sand castle contest, Rhode Island Army National Guard rock-climbing wall, and the “Fishing for Families” program, presented by the Rhode Island Department of Children, Youth and Families and the Foster Parent Program. Local artist Allison Newsome and the Rhode Island State Council on the Arts will help build sand structures, and News Talk 630 WPRO and 99.7 FM will offer opportunities to win food from Wendy’s or concert tickets.
At Scarborough State Beach in Narragansett, 92 WPRO FM radio sponsors an event where 92 people will dig into the beach sand for a chance to win a car with a two-year lease. The Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency will offer tours of its Mobile Command Center; DEM will sponsor the “Great Outdoors Pursuit” with a Rhode Island Rock Gym rock wall, a hula hoop contest, educational projects presented by the Rhode Island 4-H Club, a Hot 106 Beach Dig for prizes, and a Sunset Bonfire.

At Misquamicut State Beach in Westerly and Colt State Beach in Bristol, DEM will feature its Naturalist Program. 

Rounding out the day’s activities, Kitt-Kites will sponsor an ocean themed kite flying demonstration.

A Note of Sadness:  Horace Craig of Providence passed away last week. Horace was one of the first volunteers for the “Senior Journal” cable television crew in 1987 and was a cameraman for the program for several years. He also served as a volunteer for several community and civic organizations and was known for his gentle good humor and generous spirit.


Senior Journal: Senior Journal programs are produced by senior volunteers and are sponsored by the Department of Elderly Affairs with the support of Rhode Island PBS and Rhode Island Public, Education, and Government Access Television.


Programs are aired on Sundays at 5:00 p.m., Mondays at 7:00 p.m., and Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. over statewide interconnect cable channel 13 and Verizon channel 32.
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From July 18 to July 27, Housing Network of Rhode Island will be broadcast. Libby Arron of Cranston interviews Helen Iasimone and John Nimmo from Housing Network of Rhode Island.


From August 1 to August 10, Arthritis Foundation, Northern and Southern New England Chapter will air. Arron interviews Stephen Evangelista and Rebecca Farnllf of the Foundation.


From August 15 to August 24, Loan Modification Scam Alerts will be broadcast. Arron interviews George Whalen and Robert Ricci of the Rhode Island Contractors’ Board of Registration.


A message from IRS: Keep in mind that during the heat of this summer, if you put certain energy-efficient items such as air conditioning systems, exterior windows and doors, heating systems, or metal or asphalt roofs before January 1, 2011, you may qualify for a Federal Income Tax Credit which could reduce your tax by up to $1,500! 

Please note, not all ENERGY STAR products qualify for a tax credit. So be sure to ask your contractor for the Manufacturer Certification Statement for the equipment you plan to purchase. Keep the paperwork with your records. For more information visit the IRS website at www.irs.gov/recovery. You can also call 1-800-829-1040. TTY users can call 1-800-829-4059.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or challenges regarding growing older, or to locate resources for seniors or adults with disabilities, call DEA at 462-3000. TTY users should call 462-0740. Seniors, adults with disabilities, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. The TTY number for THE POINT is 462-4445.
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