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RHODE ISLAND SENIOR BEAT

RELEASE: Friday, July 17, 2009
CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
SENIORS HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO ACCESS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Q. I am 66 years old and have just retired. In addition to my volunteer duties and other 

activities that I have planned for myself, I would like to continue my education. Are there any programs that I can participate in to help me meet this goal?

A. There are several educational programs that offer opportunities for seniors to enhance

their education. Let’s look at just a few of them:
College Programs:
Rhode Island residents 60 and older, on a space available basis, can take courses at state colleges and at the University of Rhode Island without paying tuition. Students must have a household income less than three times the Federal Poverty Limit (FPL). The FPL is currently $10, 400 annually for one person.  Other fees and charges may apply. Local private colleges and universities may have adult education programs. Contact the school office of continuing education.

Elderhostel:

The Elderhostel program is the nation’s first and the world’s largest travel and education organization for persons 55 and older. The organization’s focus is on educational and lifelong learning adventures. Financial assistance is available to eligible seniors to attend an Elderhostel program. For information or an Elderhostel catalogue, call 1-877-426-8056 or visit their web site at www.elderhostel.org.
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Local Learning Resources:

Some churches, libraries and other organizations sponsor lifetime learning groups. Contact your local school department for information on adult education.
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute:

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at the University of Rhode Island is a learning community for active adults, age 50 and older, to come together to share their knowledge and interests as well as their love of learning. OLLI provides its members with the opportunity to explore a wide variety of subjects and programs without worry of exams, grades, or academic requirements. As an OLLI member, the only requirement needed is the desire to learn. An annual membership with OLLI allows active adults to enrich their thirst for knowledge with programs specifically designed towards their interests. There is a $50 inaugural membership fee. For information, call 874-5331 or 864-7846. The web site is www.uri.edu/OLLI.

Speaking of education, many of us could use financial education and counseling, particularly if we are experiencing trouble paying our bills or managing our credit.

Consumer Credit Counseling of Southeast New England (CCCS), located in Warwick, is a non-profit public service formed in 1999 from a merger of affiliated agencies in Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. This organization is the leading provider of financial counseling, financial education, debt management programs and housing counseling in the tri-state area.

Personalized financial counseling is conducted in person on a one-to-one basis or over the Internet. All information is confidential. CCCS helps clients resolve financial difficulties, achieve long term financial well being, and also helps consumers in financial difficulties develop lifelong financial management skills. Call 732-1800.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to LGrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444.
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