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RESOURCES LISTED FOR CHRONIC DISORDERS


From time to time, I get questions regarding resources for various chronic conditions such as diabetes or heart problems. For some people, it is very difficult for them to locate the kind of information or referral they need to cope with various conditions. This week’s “Rhode Island Senior Beat” column will list resources for a variety of chronic medical conditions.


The Arthritis Foundation: The Arthritis Foundation, northern and southern New England Chapter, helps to improve the lives of Rhode Islanders with arthritis through leadership, prevention, control, and cure of arthritis and related diseases. The Foundation offers programs and services to help those with arthritis lead active and productive lives. The Foundation is located at 2348 Post Road, Suite 104 in Warwick. The telephone number is 739-3773 and the web site is www.arthritis.org.


American Diabetes Association: The mission of the American Diabetes Association is to prevent and cure diabetes and improve the lives of those affected by the disease. Activities include diabetes research, information programs, support groups, and advocacy issues. Their address is 222 Richmond Street in Providence. The telephone number is 351-1674. The web site is www.diabetes.org.


Diabetes Resource Center: The Diabetes Resource Center at the St. Joseph’s Hospital for Specialty Care addresses the need of high-risk diabetes populations, including the uninsured, under-insured and the homeless. 
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The Center can help with crisis intervention, medical supplies, medication, case management, education, and access to social services. A Spanish speaking diabetes nurse educator is available part-time. The Center is located at 21 Peace Street in Providence and the web site is www.fatimahospital.com. Their telephone number is 456-4419.


Down Syndrome: The Down Syndrome Society of Rhode Island is devoted to promoting the rights, dignity, and potential of all individuals with Down Syndrome through advocacy, education, and public awareness. The Society is located at 99 Bald Hill Road in Cranston and their web site is www.dssri.org. Their telephone number is 463-5751.


Heart Disease: The American Heart Association’s mission is to build healthier lives, free of cardiac disease or stroke. They are located at 222 Richmond Street in Providence and their telephone number is 330-1702. Their web site is www.americanheart.org.


Mended Hearts: Mended Hearts is a support group for patients, spouses, family members, friends, and medical professionals who are faced with the realities of heart disease. For more information on Mended Hearts local chapters, call 728-5300.


Multiple Sclerosis: The Rhode Island Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society provides various programs and services, including educational and social programs, information and referral, support, financial assistance, care management and much more. The Rhode Island Chapter is located at 205 Hallene Road, Suite 209 in Warwick. Their telephone number is 738-8383 and their web site is www.nationalmssociety.org/rir.

Muscular Dystrophy: The Muscular Dystrophy Association provides financial assistance for wheelchairs, leg braces, and communications devices. The Association also runs an equipment loan program and transportation to and from its clinic. The Association is located at 931 Jefferson Boulevard in Warwick and their telephone number is 732-1910. Their web site is www.mda.org.


Rare Disorders: The National Organization of Rare Disorders, Inc. works toward the prevention, treatment, and cure of rare diseases. It provides a link to resources, information, and programs, including medications assistance programs. Their telephone number is 1-800-999-6673 and their web site is www.rarediseases.org.
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Parkinson’s Disease: The Rhode Island Chapter of the American Parkinson Disease Association serves the patients and caregivers of Rhode Island and southeastern New England through the information and referral service at Kent Hospital in Warwick. There are also a number of support groups across the state that provide education, support, and socialization.

Their telephone number is 823-5700 and their web site is www.riapda.org.

American Lung Association: The American Lung Association, Rhode Island Affiliate promotes programs and services that contribute to healthy lungs and battling lung diseases. They are located at 10 Abbot Park Place in Providence and their telephone number is 421-6487. Their web site is www.lungusa.org/rhodeisland.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to LGrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444.
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