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RHODE ISLAND SENIOR BEAT

RELEASE: Friday, August 7, 2009
CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
SENIORS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR EXTRA HELP PROGRAM


Q. I have a Medicare prescription drug plan (Medicare Part D) that I have been a member of since the program started in 2006. While the program has very good coverage for my prescriptions, the premiums have been rising steadily and I have been getting into the coverage gap phase of my Part D plan. I have very limited income and virtually no resources, is there any other help I can get to pay my prescription costs?


A. For years you did your part by paying into Medicare. Now it’s your turn to get the most out of the benefits you’ve earned. The program is called Extra Help.


If you have limited income and resources, there’s a Medicare program where you pay no more than $2.40 for each generic drug and $6 for each brand name drug.


If you qualify, this program helps to pay your prescription drug co-payments plus your other drug costs, like monthly premiums and annual deductibles, and more importantly where you are concerned, help when you get into the coverage gap or “donut hole” of your Part D plan.


Individuals who make less than $16,245 and married couples who make less than $21,855 annually may qualify to have lower Medicare prescription drug premiums, co-payments, and deductibles. To qualify, the individuals’ resources must also be limited to $12,510 for single persons and $25,010 for married couples. Resources include things like bank accounts, stocks and bonds, but not your house or cars.
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There are no fees for applying for Extra Help. Apply online at www.socialsecurity.gov, or call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778 and ask for the Application for Help with Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Costs. According to the Social Security Administration, total average savings to Extra Help beneficiaries can be up to $3,900 yearly.


Starting on January 1, 2010, Social Security will no longer count any life insurance policy as a resource. In addition, Social Security will no longer count as income any support regularly received from someone else to pay household expenses such as food, rent, mortgage, utilities, water, or property taxes.


Also beginning January 1, 2010, when you apply for Extra Help, you also can start your application process for the Medicare Savings Programs—state programs that provide help with other Medicare costs. Social Security will send information to your state unless you tell us not to on the Extra Help application. Rhode Island eligibility technicians will contact you to help you apply for a Medicare Savings Program. These Medicare Savings Programs help people with limited income and resources pay for their Medicare expenses. The Medicare Savings Programs help pay for your Medicare Part B (medical insurance) premiums. For some people, the Medicare Savings Programs also may pay for Medicare Part A (hospital insurance) premiums, if any, and Part A and B deductibles and co-payments. 


If you have a limited income, you know that sometimes making ends meet means making tough decisions. That should not mean going without your medications. Apply now to make sure that you have the prescription drugs you need to stay healthy and keep doing what you love.


To learn more about Medicare prescription drug plans and when you can join, call Medicare at 1-800-633-4227 or 1-877-486-2048 (TTY) or visit www.medicare.gov.

All information is provided in the application is confidential. In Rhode Island, call 462-4444 to locate the nearest Senior Health Insurance Program specialist to help you file the application.
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Program Update: Updating information from a previous column, the Rhode Island Lung Association is located at 260 West Exchange Street-Suite 102B, Providence, The telephone number is 1-800-LUNG-USA (1-800-586-487). Their web site is www.lungne.org.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to LGrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444.
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