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EXTRA HELP MAKES IT EASY TO SAVE ON MEDICATION COSTS

CRANSTON --- A few months ago, the Rhode Island Senior Beat column featured information on the Extra Help program from Social Security for the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan program (Medicare Part D). Since the Annual Enrollment Period (AEP) for Medicare health insurance plans and Medicare Part D plans runs from November 15 through December 31, it’s probably a good idea to go over the Extra Help program again. For those who qualify, the Extra Help program can help them save a substantial amount of money on their medication bills. The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) estimates that some beneficiaries can save as much as $3,900 a year on prescription costs. Here’s some valuable information about the Extra help program:
 Anyone who has Medicare can qualify for Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage. Some people with limited income and resources are eligible for Extra Help to pay for the cost of Medicare Part D monthly premiums, annual deductibles, and prescription co-payments. To qualify for Extra Help, you must be a resident of one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia. Your resources must be limited to $12,510 for an individual or $25,010 for a married couple. Resources are considered to be such things as bank accounts, stocks, or bonds. 
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For purposes of determining resources, Social Security does not count things such as your house or your car. Be advised that effective on January 1, 2010, Social Security will no longer consider the value of your life insurance policy as a resource when you file for Extra Help.


Your annual income must be limited to $16,245 for an individual or $21,855 for a married couple. Even if your annual income is higher, you may still qualify if you or your spouse support other family members that live with you, or have some earned income from employment. Another helpful hint: After January 1, 2009, Social Security will no longer count as income any support you receive from another person to pay for things like your rent or mortgage, property taxes, food, or utilities.


If you already have Extra Help, you will not need to apply in 2010. Social Security will check to see to see if you qualify for any additional Extra Help based on the fact that outside support is no longer considered income and that life insurance is no longer considered as a resource. 

Beginning on January 1, 2010, when you file your application for Extra Help, you can also apply for Medicare Savings Programs (MSP). If you qualify, these state programs can provide you with help with paying Part A premiums (if applicable), deductibles and co-payments. MSP can also help you pay Medicare Part B premiums, deductibles, and co-payments. Social Security will send your income and resource information to the state to determine possible eligibility for MSP, unless you specifically request that this information not be forwarded.


You can apply for Extra Help (Form SSA-1020) online at www.socialsecurity.gov. To apply over the telephone or to request an application, call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213. TTY users can call 1-800-325-0778. You can also apply at your local Social Security office. 


After your application is received, Social Security will review your application and send you a letter to let you know if you qualify for Extra Help. If you are qualified, you must then choose a Medicare Part D plan. If you do not choose a plan, CMS will enroll you in a plan. 

-more-
RI Senior Beat-Friday, November 27, 2009-extra help-page 3

If you would like more information about Medicare Part D plans or MSP, call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4337) to get a copy of the Medicare and You handbook. TTY users can call 1-877-486-2048. 


State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) counselors are available to help you discuss your plan options and how to use your Extra Help. For more information, call the Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs at 410-462-3000. TTY users should call 401-462-0740. To locate the SHIP counselor nearest to you, call THE POINT at 401-462-4444. TTY users should call 401-462-4445.


Take advantage of the Extra Help program. It’s easier than ever to save on prescription drug costs.
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Questions for Rhode Island Senior Beat may be mailed to the Rhode Island Department

of Elderly Affairs, John O. Pastore Center, 74 West Road-2nd floor, Cranston, RI  02920. Questions can also be e-mailed to lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov. For a confidential discussion about questions, issues or problems regarding growing older, call DEA at 462-3000. TTY users should call 462-0740. Seniors, families, and caregivers can also call THE POINT Resource Center at 462-4444. The TTY number for THE POINT is 462-4445.
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