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RELEASE: Friday, June 5, 2009

CONTACT: Larry Grimaldi  462-0509     lgrimaldi@dea.ri.gov
DEA AWARDED FEDERAL GRANT FOR  SENIOR MEDICARE PATROL PROGRAM

CRANSTON --- Corinne Calise Russo, Director of the state Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA), has announced that the agency has received a one-year grant for $180,000 from the Administration on Aging to help seniors recognize and report Medicare and Medicaid fraud and to help Medicare beneficiaries get the most from their health care dollar. The grant award represents a continuation of the Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) program in Rhode Island. SMP began in the state three years ago.

“The goal is to provide a comprehensive and coordinated statewide information and referral system related to Medicare and Medicaid fraud,” declared Russo. “We want to reduce the amount of money lost each year due to Medicare and Medicaid fraud, waste and abuse and to improve the quality of health care services for Rhode Island’s 172,000 Medicare beneficiaries,” she said.

Special emphasis will be placed on detecting and reporting fraud for durable medical equipment claims. SMP will also reach out to beneficiaries for whom English is not their primary language, minorities, and those with behavioral and mental health issues

DEA will partner with THE POINT resource center and its regional agencies, United Way 211, and Tri-Town Community Action to raise public awareness about Medicare and Medicaid fraud. DEA will also work with the Department of Human Services to develop tools to educate Medicaid clients about fraud, waste, and abuse. Rhode Island SMP will also partner with the state Attorney General’s Office to prosecute persons suspected of Medicare and Medicaid fraud, waste and abuse.

-more-

SMP grant-add one
In addition to fraudulent durable medical equipment claims, fraud, waste, and abuse include such practices as forged prescriptions, charging for name brand prescriptions when generics were dispensed, health insurance scams, billing for services not rendered and “kick-backs” for certain referrals. Health care fraud can be committed by just one practitioner or by a large company.

In 2006, Medicare financed health care for more than 43 million people. These expenditures were reported to be approximately $408 billion dollars. That’s an average cost of $9,451 for each Medicare enrollee. Studies also show that the 172,000 Medicare beneficiaries in Rhode Island consumed $1.2 billion dollars in health care costs.

In 2007, Rhode Island SMP investigated more than 4,017 simple fraud, waste, and abuse reports and 32 reports of abuse of a complex nature. SMP counseling provided education and assistance in 39 languages and recruited and trained 114 active volunteers in one year.

“We believe that empowered and educated Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries will get more out of their health care if they have the tools to protect their personal information, detect Medicare fraud, waste, and abuse and report these cases to Rhode Island SMP,” Russo observed. 

“Secondly, by partnering with other agencies, we can ensure that our information, assistance and referral will reach a wide variety of communities and beneficiaries,” she said.

As part of the focus on Medicare and Medicaid fraud, waste and abuse of durable medical equipment, DEA will work with Tri-Town Community Action to develop a checklist for  “Personal Choice” consumers. As a pilot project, DEA will monitor quarterly reports to the state. 

-X-

The Department of Elderly Affairs was established as a cabinet-level position in 1977 under Rhode Island General Law 42-66-1. DEA is responsible for the development and implementation of a comprehensive system of programs and services for Rhode Islanders age 60 and older. DEA is also the state’s single planning and service area agency on aging under the provisions of The Older Americans Act of 1965.
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