RHODE ISLAND CITIZENS COMMISSION

FOR THE 

SAFETY AND CARE OF THE ELDERLY

MINUTES

JUNE 23, 2010

Chairman Rick Susi called the Meeting to order at 10:05am in the ground level Meeting Room at the Leon Mathieu Senior Center, 420 Main Street, Pawtucket. Mr. Susi circulated an Attendance Sheet.

Attendance: Rick Susi; Mary A. Ciano; Stephen Dresner; Dan Ormond; Janice Zeichner; Melody Rodrigues; Tom Magill

Guest: Mary Lou Moran, Director of the Leon Mathieu Senior Center

Excused: Lou Brennan; Norm Chapman; Anna Tucker; Martha Crippen

Absent: Jack Quigley; Gloria Heisler; Roger Demers; Michael DiMascolo; Ann Assumpico; Vincent Quinterno

The Minutes from the April 7, 2010 Meeting were circulated, reviewed, and accepted with no objections.

Old Business:
Chairman Susi reported on Senate Bill 2206 – Relating to Criminal Offenses – Adult Crisis Intervention Center and Protective Services, which was sponsored by Senator Michael J. McCaffrey. The Section in the Bill (Page 7) recommended including Adults with Severe Impairments to the charge of this Commission and to increase the membership of the Commission from 21 members to 29. This Bill did not pass.

Chairman Susi reported on the DEA Website as an interactive Tool with the Senior Police and Fire Advocates. Chairman Susi has had contact with the DEA Website liaison Terry Haydt. However, Mr. Susi and Ms. Haydt did not follow up, waiting the outcome of Senate Bill 2206. Since this Bill did not pass, Mr. Susi will follow up with Ms. Haydt on this issue. The goal of this interactive website is to make the Commission more useful to the Police and Fire Advocates, as well as to the consumers. To assist with this, Dan Ormond volunteered to update the Police Advocate List and Chairman Susi volunteered to update the Fire Advocate List.

Due to the absence of Vincent Quinterno, there was no immediate update available on the NFPA Remember When Program for Elder Safety. Secretary Ciano indicated that Mr. Quinterno and a member of the DEA Protective Services Staff did complete a Remember When presentation in May 2010 to one of the senior housing complexes. Concerning the NFPA DVD on Elder Fire Safety, Chairman Susi reported that the Fire Chief’s Association will be looking into this Program.

New Business:

Mary Cerra informed Chairman Susi that she has terminated her Commission Membership. Due to the inability to make contact with Al Cardente, he will be removed as a member of the Commission. Tony Pires may be interested in becoming a member of the Commission. Chairman Susi will follow up on this. Chairman Susi also asked for members to submit names of individuals who may have an interest in becoming a Commission Members.

The Commission Annual Report is still pending.

Dan Ormond indicated that the Police Departments and the Department of Attorney General have an interactive website on scams and other criminal alerts. Mr. Ormand expressed a willingness to include this as a potential area on the interactive DEA/Commission website.

Secretary Ciano noted that the Commission should begin to plan for the Annual Police and Fire Advocate Training. The Training will be held in November 2010. Members present today had the following initial training topic recommendations: The State Police Silver Alert Program; State Police Financial Crimes Division; LoJack Safety Net Program representative; Dept. of Attorney General-Scams

Chairman Susi adjourned the Meeting at 11:14am. The next Commission Meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 8, 2010, 10:00am. The location will be at EPOCH Assisted Living/Blackstone Blvd., 353 Blackstone Blvd., Providence, telephone 273-6565 (can accommodate groups of 10 people or more). Please go the Main Entrance of the Facility and directions will be provided on the Conference Room location.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Ciano

Secretary

