RHODE ISLAND CITIZENS COMMISSION 

FOR THE

SAFETY AND CARE OF THE ELDERLY

MINUTES

APRIL 7, 2010

Chairman Rick Susi called the Meeting to order at 10:10am in Conference Room 2-6 at the Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA), 74 West Road, Cranston, RI.  Mary Ann Ciano, Secretary, circulated an Attendance Sheet.

Attendance: Rick Susi; Stephen Dresner; Lu Brennan; R. Thomas Magill; Martha Crippen; Michael DiMascolo; Ann Assumpico; Vincent Quinterno; Mary Ann Ciano

Excused: Norm Chapman; Anna Tucker; Dan Ormond; Janice Zeichner; Melody Rodriques

Absent: Jack Quigley; Gloria Heisler; Mary Cerra

There were no Minutes for review, since the last Meeting of the Commission was the Annual Training for the Senior Citizens Police and Fire Advocates on November 4, 2009

Chairman Susi proceeded with an introduction of members, including new members.

Chairman  Susi recommends that the DEA Website become an interactive tool with the Senior Police and Fire Advocates, not only for resource information sharing but also to update the staff changes that arise with the Senior Police and Fire Advocates. Chairman Susi asked Secretary Ciano to follow up on this with DEA Director Corinne Russo.

The LoJack Safety Net Program (for children, adults with disabilities, and older adults who wander) was discussed. Chairman Susi indicated that this service is offered to Police and Fire Departments statewide. The equipment is free. The person registered with the Program must purchase a wrist band. The cost of the wrist band is $300, and there is a $25-30 monthly fee to change the batteries in the equipment. The Fire and Police Departments can be trained in replacing the batteries and will receive $20. for each battery change. Currently, the Portsmouth Fire Department and the Smithfield Police and Fire Departments have put this Program into place in their communities. The Commission will advocate for a statewide implementation of this Program in each Police and Fire Department. According to Chairman Susi, this Program can save on Police and Fire resources for search and rescue missions.

Vincent Quinterno provided an update on the NFPA Remembering When Program. Mr. Quinterno indicated that this is an injury prevention program for older adults regarding fall prevention and fire safety. The State Fire Marshall and the DEA have partnered in providing statewide trainings to senior housings; VNA’s; Senior Centers, to name a few, on this Program. The Commission Members support the promotion of this Program.

Chairman Susi indicated that the NFPA Tom Bosley DVD is available regarding older adult fire safety and the Remembering When Program.


New Business:

Chairman Susi reported on Senate Bill 2206 – Relating to Criminal Offenses – Adult Crisis Intervention Center and Protective Services, which is sponsored by Senator Michael J. McCaffrey. Of interest, is the Section in this Bill (Page 7), which recommends including Adults with Severe Impairments to the charge of this Commission and to increase the membership of the Commission from 21 members to 29. Chairman Susi will attend this Bill’s hearing today and will keep Commission members apprised of the outcome of the hearing via e-mail.

Mr. DiMascolo and Mr. Quinterno recommend at the November 2010 Annual Training of the Senior Police and Fire Advocates, the NFPA Remembering When Program be one of the Agenda Items.

Cpl. Ann Assumpico indicated that she would be the liaison at the State Police to educate and train the RI State Police on programmatic issues concerning older adults, in particular, the Remembering When Program.

Mr. Magill indicated that he will apprise the Pawtucket Civilian Police Academy of the Remembering When Program.

Mr. Dresner recently attended a Catastrophic Events Training in Pawtucket, which was presented by a representative of the Federal Homeland Security Office. The purpose of this Training is to mobilize and prepare key City residents in the event of a catastrophic disaster. 

Chairman Rick Susi adjourned the Meeting at 11:40am. The next Commission Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 23, 2010, 10:00am. Mr. Magill will reserve the ground level meeting room at the Leon Mathieu Senior Center, 420 Main Street, Pawtucket. 

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Ann Ciano

Secretary
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