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DEA AWARDED SENIOR MEDICARE PATROL GRANT    
Corinne Calise Russo, Director of the state Department of Elderly Affairs, has announced that the agency has received a three-year grant for $510,000 from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging to help Medicare beneficiaries become better health care consumers. DEA is among 28 new and 29 existing nationwide grantees that will be sharing a total of $9.4 million in funding. 

The Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) grant will encourage volunteers to identify and report Medicare billing errors and to identify potentially fraudulent activity. These AoA grants place special emphasis on providing programs and services to homebound, rural, non-English speaking, or otherwise underserved populations. 

“Senior Medicare Patrol projects provide products and services to our seniors that promote the understanding of Medicare and Medicaid program benefits,” said Assistant Secretary for Aging Josefina G. Carbonnel.

“Through this program, beneficiaries increased their knowledge of the new prescription drug and other benefits that empowered them to make sound health care decisions,” she added.

According to information provided by the HHS Office of the Inspector General, more than 10,000 Senior Medicare Patrol volunteers were trained nationally in 2005. These volunteers educated more than 438,000 beneficiaries in either a group or one-to-one counseling sessions. 

SMP projects resolved or referred almost 28,000 complaints regarding Medicare, Medicaid, and other heath care issues. The HHS Office of Inspector General claims that since 1997 more than $104 million in Medicare and Medicaid savings are attributable to SMP.

DEA will initially train 20 SMP volunteers. Funding will used to produce education and training materials and to develop consumer outreach projects. 

“One of the most critical areas of concern for seniors and adults with disabilities is the quality of their health care,” Director Russo declared.


“Any resources that we can provide to enhance knowledge and awareness of health care services will be of significant benefit to our constituents,” she noted.


“Cooperative initiatives such as the Senior Medicare Patrol project will not only reinforce our already strong education and outreach efforts, but will also go a long way towards assuring that beneficiaries are getting the best possible care at the best possible price,” Russo said

The Department of Elderly Affairs (DEA) was established as a cabinet-level position in 1977 under Rhode Island General Law 42-66-1. DEA is responsible for the development and implementation of a comprehensive system of programs and services for Rhode Islanders age 60 and older. DEA is also the state’s single planning and service area agency on aging under the provisions of The Older Americans Act of 1965.
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