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MEMORANDUM

DATE: October 28, 2009

SUBJECT: Update on Swine Flu

Yesterday a meeting was held of the Rhode Island Emergency Management Advisory Council. Here is an update on information presented at that meeting regarding the swine flu and its affects on Rhode Island:

· In the last two weeks, there has been an increase in swine flu activity in the state. The Department of Health suspects that there were between 75 and 100 new flu cases.
· As you are aware, one person in the state has died from complications due to swine flu.

· The volume of visits to emergency rooms and free standing clinics has risen an estimated three to four times the normal rate during the last few weeks.

· Rhode Island still has a fairly low rate of infection. Cases reported in Rhode Island are at the rate of two per 100 persons. The national rate is seven per 100.

· A protocol has been developed for administering the swine flu vaccine. The order is:
· Pregnant women

· Children of school age

· Health care workers 

· General public

· On November 2, the vaccination of school children will begin. This process is expected to take about six weeks. Schools were assigned vaccination dates based on random selection through the Health Department.

· Hospitals have developed alternate care sights should swine flu cases account for hospitals operating at room capacities.
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· Go to 
Flu.gov for information to get the latest information on flu prevention and the distribution of the vaccine. You can also call the Health Department at 222-8022.
KEEP WASHING THOSE HANDS!

I will pass on more information as it becomes available from Health and Human Services and other federal and state agencies.
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