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HURRICANE SEASON BEGINS IN THE UNITED STATES

CRANSTON --- June 1 marks the beginning of hurricane season in the United States. Officially, hurricane season will last until November 30. This season, hurricane forecasters are calling for a “near normal” hurricane season, which means that we can anticipate some hurricanes will affect various regions of the country.

The Administration on Aging and the Department of Elderly Affairs would like to remind everyone that the best way to prepare for potential threats that hurricanes and other disasters can bring is to have a family readiness plan.

If a hurricane or other natural or man-made disaster hits your community would you and your loved ones be ready? Everyone, including those living outside the areas that hurricanes would not immediately affect, such as shoreline properties, needs to have a family evacuation kit.

During a hurricane warning, familiarize yourself with your community’s emergency plans and know the hurricane warning signals. Listen to your radio or watch the television news for important instructions. Be prepared to shut off the gas and electric power if you are called to evacuate. Locate and secure your important documents such as your will or insurance papers. Buy a fire extinguisher and learn how to use it.

Post emergency number on every phone and notify the local authorities about any special needs such as persons in wheelchairs or elderly persons with limited mobility.

Prepare your own emergency disaster kit. This includes assembling emergency food, water, medications, and other things you may need.

Anticipate that you will have to leave your home and continue monitoring the National Weather Service broadcasts.

During a hurricane watch there are several actions that must be taken. First, if you have a car, fill it with gas. If you do not have a car, make transportation arrangements with family or friends. Fill your clean water containers. Review your evacuation plans to make sure that you haven’t missed anything. Secure any outside items such as barbecue grills, lawn furniture, or propane tanks. Make arrangements for your pets to be sheltered during the storm. Remember, most emergency shelters will not accept animals.

Fill clean sinks and bathtubs with fresh water. Store ice in a cooler or in the tub of your washing machine. Adjust your refrigerator and freezer temperatures to the highest level in case the electricity is cut during the hurricane.

What should you do if you need to evacuate your home?

 You need to take only the essential items with you, such as important papers, identification, and medications. If you have time, shut of the gas, electricity and water.

Disconnect all appliances. Take your disaster supply kit. Evacuate as soon as possible to reduce congestion on roads and highways. Follow the approved evacuation route and inform your friends and relatives of where you are going. 


Even if you are not evacuating due to a hurricane, there are some safety rules that can help you ride out the storm:

Monitor the radio and television for hurricane updates. Stay indoors until the authorities say that the storm is over. Do not go outside, even if the weather appears calm. When the eye of the hurricane passes, it always appears calm. Very shortly, though, the strong winds will resume. 


Stay away from all windows and exterior doors. Look for shelter in an interior room. Be prepared to evacuate if authorities call for an evacuation.

Also, you can rehearse the family’s evacuation routes and evacuation plans. 

There is no time like the present to prepare.
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